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GCC Job Market Insights for Desi Region Professionals

UAE - Saudi Arabia - Qatar - Bahrain - Kuwait - Oman

Below is a comparison table produced specifically for professionals from the Desi region
considering employment in the GCC. It highlights where the strongest opportunities exist,
which sectors are growing and what you should expect in each country.

While hiring activity has been somewhat more selective in 2026 due to regional uncertainty,
long-term demand remains strong in technology, healthcare, financial services, engineering,
energy and infrastructure across the GCC.

Current
Job

Fastest Growing

Industries

Top Jobs for Indian
& Desi Region

Competition

Salary

X Best For
Potential

United Arab
Emirates

Market

Very
Strong

Banking & Finance,
Al & Technology,
Healthcare,
Logistics,
Construction, Real
Estate, Tourism,
Renewable Energy

Construction, Oil &
Gas, Renewable
Energy, Healthcare,

Saudi Arabia Excellent Tourism,

Qatar

Kuwait

Strong

Stable

Manufacturing,
Mining, Technology,
Mega Projects

LNG & Energy,
Engineering,
Infrastructure,
Healthcare,
Education,
Financial Services,
Hospitality

Oil & Gas,
Healthcare,
Construction,
Banking, Retail,
Manufacturing

Professionals

Software Engineers,
Sales Professionals,
Accountants,
Finance Managers,
Nurses, Civil
Engineers, Project
Managers, Digital
Marketing, HR,
Hospitality

Civil Engineers,
Mechanical
Engineers, Project
Managers, Doctors,
Nurses, IT
Professionals,
Quantity Surveyors,
HSE Professionals,
Skilled Trades

Engineers,
Healthcare
Professionals,
Teachers, Finance
Professionals,
Project Managers, IT
Specialists

Engineers, Nurses,
Doctors,
Accountants,
Construction
Supervisors,

Medium

Medium

Medium

Medium-
Low

Professionals,
graduates,
managers,
entrepreneurs

1 8. 8.8. 8

Engineers,
healthcare

% % % % %k professionals,
construction
specialists

Experienced
% % % % ¢ professionals
and families

Experienced
professionals
* % Kk ¥ seeking long-
term
employment



DESI GCC Job Market Insights - 2026

Current Fastest Growin Top Jobs for Indian Sala
Country Job . g & Desi Region |Competition ry Best For
Industries . Potential
Market Professionals
Finance
Professionals, Retail
Managers
Finance
Banking, FinTech, Professionals, IT .
. Banking,
Insurance, IT, Specialists, . .
. . Medium- finance and
Bahrain Good Manufacturing, Accountants, % % Kk Y
. . Low technology
Logistics, Customer Service, rofessionals
Hospitality Sales, Hospitality P
Managers
Engineers,
Logistics, Tourism, Teachers,
Manufacturing, Oil Healthcare Families and
& Gas, Renewable Professionals, Medium- professionals
Oman Good o * %k %k ek .
Energy, Hospitality Low seeking work-
Construction, Managers, Logistics life balance
Fisheries Professionals,

Skilled Trades

GCC Country Job Market Comparison

T A

Overall Employment
Opportunities

Professional Careers
Engineering Jobs
Healthcare Jobs

IT & Digital Careers
Construction Jobs

Oil & Gas Careers
Hospitality & Tourism
Graduate Opportunities

Career Progression



DESIwc

[l o8 GCC Job Market Insights - 2026

Current Hiring Trends (2026)

Impact on Job Seekers
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Selective Hiring

Hiring companies in all GCC markets appreciate a direct approach from suitably
qualified candidates from India and the Desi region. Direct applicants result in
zero recruitment fees, faster hiring and saved time screening CV’s that do not
match the job description.

Direct applications easier to review compared to 1,000+ CV submissions.

Strong demand for Al, cloud, cybersecurity, software engineering and data
professionals.

Saudi Arabia continues to lead demand for engineers, project managers, HSE
professionals and construction specialists through Vision 2030 developments.

Hospitals and healthcare providers across the GCC continue recruiting doctors,
nurses and allied health professionals.

UAE and Bahrain remain leading regional hubs for banking, fintech, wealth
management and compliance roles.

Continued investment in ports, airports and trade corridors is supporting demand
for logistics, procurement and supply chain professionals.

Employers are recruiting more carefully than in previous years, making tailored
CVs, relevant experience and strong LinkedIn profiles increasingly important.

Which GCC country is best for you?

If your priority is... Recommended Country

Highest number of job opportunities UAE / Saudi Arabia
Highest salary potential Saudi Arabia / UAE

Engineering careers
Banking and finance
Healthcare

IT and Al

Oil & Gas

Family lifestyle
Lower cost of living
First overseas job

Saudi Arabia / Qatar / UAE

UAE / Bahrain / Qatar

Saudi Arabia / UAE / Qatar

UAE / Saudi Arabia / Qatar

Saudi Arabia / Qatar / Kuwait / UAE
Oman / UAE / Bahrain

Oman / Bahrain / Kuwait

UAE / Saudi Arabia / Qatar



